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SINGLE COOPY FIVE CENTS

DEUFL THE PIONEER PASSENGER AGENT

Btory of the Man Who Sold the First Railroad Ticket Out of Omaha and Who Has Since Set Myriads of Men and Women Happily Along the Road Properly Equipped With Transportation

LMOST half a century of fighting the batties of Omabs a8

oné of s Jeading business men is the record of Hurry

; Porter Devel Thirty-five of these yoars were gpent a8

- Passenper and ticket agent for raflroeds running lnte

Omaha He i the denn of Omaha ticket agents, and uwp

to the thme of his retirement from active railroad afairs be beld the

record In Nebraska for continpous servics

A man with a “head for figures” has calenlsted the amount

of traveling that conld be dome if one man had purchased and used

all the tickets sold by Barry Porter Dess! out of Omaba in his

thirty-five yeary' servica. BSoch & man would oseed be, mot omly &

ciche trotter, bot & solar syetem trotter. To use up the Immense

amount of tressportstion sold him he womnid have to make two

38 10 the sun annuoslly, the round trip belng 180000090 milea

pon his return esch year he would have to take a few runs arcund

Fiobe 1o use up the odd ends of his transporiation, with, pere

aps, mp orcasional trip to the moon, only 144,000 miles distant

t 1he mere metter of mileage is not an important one in estimating

eood work Harry Deopel bas done for Omaha snd for its up-

ne. He at been alwaye an sgpressive lnctor Im the growth

He wee here 10 lay the foundations snd he was on the

{ 4he puperstruocture of the city was ereciand. He

b g wix ‘st of genial manhood spon wWhoth more Lhan
) me bhave jaft a geulle Lraca

Started from New York

His fathe wus an old-fashioned New York cooper, the bhachs

3 kind tlnt 1 rend about. apd Hurry was born I3 Clarkeson,
- oF | &1t w York, Decemmtswr 11. 1306. Whaesn bhe was Nt
thEb & jeur « s [ather abundoned his trade of cooper and,

mesiag (o what wons then e far wesl, Farmington, Fulton county,
s, he engaged in farming Harry, growing up,. was sent to
ibe Jitie log schoo! house, where he lescned rapldly snd soon ez
4 capabilities and smbitions beyond those of most of his com=
jons. At the age of 17 he entersd Lombard university at Gales
burg., where bhe pursuved bis studies until the denth of hils mother,
He vwas then aboutl to graflaste, but Jeft the university and wemnt
btk to be with his father on the farm. He remained cthers unti]
Sovmber, 1868, when the “call of the west™ came to him snd he
docided to respond. Packing bis few beiongings. be took a river
st Peoria for Omsha He weantl by way of Bt Louls and St
Joseph, arriving st the latter poiut when the river to the porth
s froven and closed to navigation Buot this was o obstacie 10
stop a plopeer with bealth and two gpod Jegs and he walked a
bundred miles over the uninhabited, dreary praliries to the bome of
an uncle in the viciuity of what I8 now Falls Oity. Aller & short
visit there he jeft and walked 10 Omaha
The grest empire of the west was opening up rapid]s -
ands of emigranis had passed through Omahs in the ten ye. “e-
oceding These ploveers noaded many supplies and provisions (rom
the sasl. Omabs was the fuspel through which these supplies were
poursd from the east into the west. Mr. Deovel at onoe™went inld
business with his uncle, John B Porter, iz confucting & steambont
sgency. They were ageuts for the Haunibal & SL Josegph pachet-line,
which opersied z line of boats with Omabs &s northern terminal
Among these were 1he “West Wind,” “Colorado,” “Spread Bagle”
“Denver” and “Hesperiann.® The round trip from St Joseph to

Omuahs on these boats took five days and it was dbesbn-afobbipess.

conpany to make u dglly service.

-« 7  '‘Businsss Was General o2

mmm'cmum&wmmbm
ntar the Tmnops “Lons Tres™ mescrt, which was then a boat lending

-

and genersl renfiesvous fer travelers  Lader s lxvge warshouse was °

bufit st the foot of Farnsmn strest. Through that warehouse went
thousands of tons of the figurative “brick &nd mortar™ for the
biliding of the grest empire structure in the western half of this
continent. [mmense rolls of wire, great casks of insulstors and big
boxee of ofber supplies were uslcaded from the stenmers daily and
reloaded vhom ox tenms for the west. These were for the bullding of
i8¢ Westerns Union telegraph Nne which James Creighton was then
pustiing 82 the rats of several miles a day toward the Pacific cosst
Byilding msterials, waguns, harpess, farming lmplemenis, groceries,
dry goods, In fact everything meeded by the ploveers pumsed in &
stream thromgh the warshouse to be disiributed all over the grest
wenters Country. AL times there was s Pile of corn & mile long
on the river bank waiting to be tramsported by ox tralm to the
westers army posta “Hauling cosls o Newcastie” would seem o
be just as sensible a8 importing ocorn Into Nebrasks, and one oin
ahmost fancy the fercile acres lsughing st the folly of brimging
corn from & great distanoe to the country particularly sdapted w0
growing that cereal But in the sarly days there were many viciss-
todes to be considered between the plaating snd the bharvesting of a
crop in the mew country.

The first locomotive to set a wheal In Nebraska was brought
from St Josepk on this packet line comsigned through Mr. Devel's
bouse. It was the “Genersl Sberman™ of the Uniom Pacific For a
dme Mr. Deusl preserved the LIl of lafing of the epoch-maling
engine, but it was comsumed iz a fire several years sgo. Freight
rates in those days were high Between St Joseph and Omabse the
raies was from 45 cents to §1 & bundred in time of high water. When
the water was Jow and snags and sandbars consequently plenuifol
the rate ran as high as §2 & hunfred pounds On the Twenly looco-
motives the pscket line brought from 5L Joseph o Omaba ihe
freight was & round BLO0O0 ench

Admiration for Steamboats Strong

Mr. Deusl spext one of his first summers & clerk on one of
these bosts. the “Denver.” Genersl Ebermas and bis saff re
mmmsmpm.m!mmn phssage on the vessel
one trip poing w0 SL Joseph For thess old plonesr wvessels of the
Misscur! Mr. Devel still! bas & strong sdmirslion

“rhe Depver was relly a fine boat™ he saya. "I some things
we were compelied to pet along with makesbifls iz those days. but
the boats wers all right The Denver was & pretiy vessel of B0b
tous burdes snd bhaving scoommodations for 150 frw cabln passen-
gers.  The fere between St Joe snd Omaks was §13. " The trip one
way ok scmething more than two days In times of low waler
the times of passsge was very uncertain ob sooOuUL! of the spegs and
sand bars jo the '‘OM Muddy.® As a rule the trip was very plessant
O moonlight nights we kegt right oo going Whea !t was unjleasant
we tied up st might In efther event there was plenty of wmuse
ment oo board and geperally o dance. 1 msed to play the gulter
mysalf when | was peeded. One night when we were on & sabnd
bar Just below Nebrasks City asd the river full of jos, fire broke out
forward Only twe or three of us knew It and b gulck work pmt
2t out before the passengers had tizmme to fall into & panic Had
they dome w0 they would have been lost, for we had onily ome small
boat and the jos iz the river would bhave made it impossible for
anyome to swim ashore ”

Mr. Deusl had bees marrisd Jasuoary €, 1856, wo Miss Freciove
Jupe Miller of Tiakilwa, TH. After he had determined to remals
iz Omaha be returned eas! and brought her and their baby girl w
bis pew home. He purchased the west shiy-wix fest of the prop-
erty op which the Bee bullfing now stands snd upon 1 was bullt
the rudest kind of a stro-ture 11 was mude of cotionwood beards
set ppright and rourk =dirg palisd arross thess Partory canves
was tacked on the Luile W koep out the oeid Iz this house the
Mitle family Hved for severnl years It was & favorite camping
cround for the Indilans Mauy = night & growling and polse of
tumbling about could be heard wnder the Soor and the pdonesrs
Inew L2ig! the raves were iaviting thimeslves 10 the shelier afordsd
8 the housa. Later Mr Degel sold the sizty-slx-foot ot for §1. 4046

-~
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Deuel In 1860, Poter Groat, then general passenger agent of the chused thelr raflroad ticket to the east. A few dars after young
Haunfbal & St Joseph railroad, had st young Deusl's reguest, sent Deuvel had received the sample tickets a miner returaning from the
him & pumber of sample tickets to the jeading citles of the CoORRLry
Prior to that time travelers for the emst simply bought & stsambdout

ticket to St Joseph in Omaha and, wpon arriving in St Joseph, pur- cessful in later years

HARRY PORTER DEUEL

west entered the office snd ssked for a ticket 1w St

there young Densl exhibited the enterprise which msade bhim sue-
Pulling out his bunch of sampie tickels, he

convinosd the miner that be ocould book him direct to all the prie-
cljpal vvies of the worid snd that the tckels which be handisd were
pot excelind anywhere on esrih The miner was oonvinced and
thet and Were the first rallroad tiokel wis soid It was W New
York by way of steamer 10 8¢ Joseph and thedoe east by the Hannl-
bal & St Joseph, Chicarn, Burlington & Quincy and Pennsyivania
lines The *wo meén who had galved distinction, the one by burisg
and tbe other by selllug the first railrosd ticket out of Omaha, wait
out azd celebrated the event, tradition salth, fn & glass of lemonade.

Agent for the Railroad

Having demonstrated hiz ability to get business, Mr. Denel was
pele~ted as sgent for the Kansas City, St Josept & Councll Bluffe
railway when that rond was bullt through a few yeurs latsr. Whea

the B..& M. was built o Omahs be took the responsibie position
of agent for tbhat road snd beid 1t untdl 1685, when he resigned t
become city passenger agent for the Union Pacific He resigned
this positdon in 1886 1o become superintendent of the Burlingioa
passenger Flation And be resigned this position snd completed
I rallraad career In 1 NES t which year be wus siscied auditor
of Dougles county In 1501 he wes slectad register of depda, &
position which be hald unti]

Masoury bas been a lfe-ong study of Mr. Degel

Jenusry, 1P06

He has oo~
cupled many high positions in the order He was the first grand
high priest apd the first grand communder of the Nebraska lodge
He bas sattained to the highest dopree of Masonry, the thirty-third
dagres, Scottish rite. the Ancient Arabic Order, Nobles of the Mrstio
Ehrine. He is 2lso a member of the Elk: lodre. As 8 business
man, Mr. Deuel has alwars occupied a kigh place He has beald the
strenuous position of passengsr agent during the many years of
flerce competition betwsen the many reilroads jn Omaba He hap
sdvanced with the timas and har alwars besn in the front rank of
ths progressives. Many men trained in the art of getting business
earmn¢ out from the enst bot none were able 1w get abhend of the
ploneer.

Personality is Attractive

His success wos due largely to 3 Daturally sttractive person-
ality end & penchant for meking friesds
Etnis] map bhe has alwayr beer. Time Las set &8 geutle hand upon
Lizn and be beure Lis peventy years with grace One would not be-
Heve that the tall erect man with the grey moustache and clewr
complexion has resched three score and ten It hes bees a cheerful
oplimistic sevanly years aud thut is the reason ihey Dave Dot worn
the man He has been in demand st meetings of plovesrs and al-
ways an bonored guest s “dean of the dckel agents” sl mestings
of mer of his own yrofession. His mind runs along the line of the
passenger agent naturally, even to the fingl step, as is shown by an
aldress he made st a weeting some times ago, in which he said: 1
trust when the time comes for youo tw taks the journey we all must
take, wher Charon has transferred you over the durk river and you
have presented yourselves to Buint Peter and handed bkim your
tickets for admisgion within the gates, he will glance you over, take
your ticket and, after & careful examination, will remark, “This s
all right, straight ticket, properly signed, witnessed, Mmited and
stemped. No scalping work here. Pass right in.  Usber, show
these gentliemen 10 front seata” ™

Mr. Deuvel and Mrs Deuel oocupr the home where they have
Itved for more than iwerty years at Nipeteenth and Dodge sireeta
Only one of their two children is livin This is Charles L. Denal,
who married NMiss Mary Lake, dsughter of Goorge B. lake. He @
ceshier of the MoCord, Brady company. Miss Blanche L. Deunel the
baby girl the ploneer brought witk them to Omaha, died st the age
of 19, She war & member of the first class gradoated from the
Omaba High school In 1576, She was 2 musician of extraordinery
talent end a great favorite with all who knew her.

My. Deuel i stil] as srtive as meny men hal! his age and pre-
dicts the brightest things for Omaha in the futme He bhelieves
bistory ought 10 be made to repest 1teelf in the rehabilitation of the
Missour! river with the steambants which g0 befittingly rode up and
down that stream in the early days

Weidensall Tells of His Trip Through Belgium

N MY trip w Belgium I visited two cities only,
Brussels and Antwerp. Brussels, the capl-
1l of Belgium, situsted about the center of
the kingdom, is the sesl of govermment &nd
the residence of the royal family. It has a popu-
lation of more than 60000 inhabitanis, guite &
mumber of whom sre English, Fresch, Germss
and Dutch Brussels s 3 manufscluring cenler,
chiefly noted for the manulsciure of very fine and
beautidul lsce which bears I name I WAy
celebrated boulevards and squares, its many latge
aud splendid buldings and its many exvellent
public lmstitutions make Brussels one of the most
ted chties of the worid It & often very de
servedly caufled “Little Paris A mere menuon
of some %f these things must sufce; the gresi
Boulevard Waterioo and Aveune Louise, Lhe greal
park frouting the king's palace, the Grand Pluoe
or Ceptral Sguare of the dty, remarkable because
of its historical & iations. “The history of
this sguere is colacicen: with the himory of Brus-
gels. There wis ot a merked incident of Lhe
city, not & revolt, Dot Ay exscution, no festival, no
public rejoicing. of which sbe Grund Place was
oot the soeme™ The bhuge catbedral with 1wo
great twin towers. “The pulpit of (bis cathedral
is ous of the most besutiful knowsn specimens of
wood carving, the monopaly of which Belgiom has
retalned 10 this day™ The Hotel de Villa or
oty hall one of the Spest fn Europs, and the
Palace of Justice, ohe of the rwally wonderful
structures of the world “The new Palels de
Justice of Brusssls s certsinly of all edifices In
the world the most gigantic In balk and the most
ésring is comception.” Then the museumn and
picture galleries are of the fnest order The
battlefield of Waterioo i= In the envirems of the
chty and ean be aoen ob A clear day from the Lop
of the Palace of Jusidoe and frow the tower of
the Hotel de Ville
Antwerp, though smaller thap Brussels and
not a0 noted o many things s & good sscond o
Brussela. It bas many fne public sand private
bulldings. Its chief cathedral is potad for s
unsarpassed paintings of Rubens’, the “Taking
Christ Dows from the Cross™ and the “Putiing
Him on the Crosa™ as well as the great sltar ple-
ture The “Taktag Christ Down from the Cros™
is the chief masterploce. No picture of this event
in the worlgd is = resl 25 Bubens” This cathe
dral bas & very handsome woed carved pulpit
Hie the one in Brosssls The mageificent Wyo-
scum building contains the RBubeps” picture gal-
lery and & gullery of Van Dyck's padntings These
galierier comtals mawy orignal palntings of these

The Sest saliroad ticket sold out of Omaks was sold by Mr. wmaster paluters The Moseum also contains &

large spate devoted to sculpture, with many re
markable specimens,

Amwerp is also a grest ocenter of trade. It
A6 said that more than three times as many ships
exter and clesr the bharbor of Antwerp than of vire
Amsterdam, Holisnd This of itsel! sbhows Lhe
maguitude of s wade and colnInerce

Belgium s 3 small country, but rick in Its
soil. 11 s chilefly made up of lowlands, farming
and pasturing are doubtess Js chiel employ-
ments; bowever, much menulacstoring i dobe
It is sadd that 120000 persons Areé employed in
thé marufscturing of fine Ince. The value of Lhe
yoarly prodoction & abomt 50,000,008 francs
Belgium Is certainly wall situsted for business
and trevel, 80 pear the gresl business centers of
the world. Everrbody seems busy While there
must be moch wealth iu the bands of some, there
s much poverty. The couniry Is almost exclo-
sivaly Catholic L 3a

1 resched Brussels Saturday, November B,
1996 and was driven st onoe to the hotel, where
] wa: w lodge while in the cigg 1 met there the
Uuited Stales ocomsul of Gbemt, Belgivm, Msjor
W. P Atwell, snd his wife, wvho were spending
some deys in Brussels After supper 1 was calied

muck Wy L

thas Dow

£isa nstigoal committee of the Yourg Mau's

Christian association. 1| went with him to the ©Oould sérve ln It

-
and adapted o the work of the associstion The
rooms wers beir the gremnt univers!ty buliding o
Rue dos Finances (Finance street), tn & ceztral

O Toesds)

parulieied sucoess
Queslons asked me

in view of the many dificulties iu the way of
Lhe pesocistion work, ] escouraged Lhem W perse
In the Unled States we bave Do Jces of
the bitier oppositions to Lhe Young Meo's Chris
Tl ASSOCLAUOR wWork LY
The associauon 1 Brussels is doing a pood work,
could 4o & betler and, o thé usun! Tapid growth
of SacCiETIOn work whersver Il bhas & ressonable
chance, they would soon be 1o o saUsinciory oou-
divus W penafll Lhe young men of Brussels

The pext day, Sunday, was & very unpleasant
iz copdition to 40 much, so 1
ithe first day In wwuy

1 also answered s mumber of

the Calbalic

du) 1 was pot
slaved Indoors il day,
world wip thst 1 spent indoors

Movday. Novemuber b, | spent most of the day
sesing what | could of this marvellousy bagutifel
1 visited Brussais in 1504 and compassed
It very thorougily. 1 could see muth betier then

In the evening | sitended muother represents-
Cve mesting of the Young Men's Christan useo-
long and @most profitelle oon-

Besides thess lage mweetings
upob by Mr. V. Balty, acting secretsry of the Bel- | bad some most satsfactory interviews with in-
dividoals on the wssociaUon work sné how the
1 longed for more time w belp
rooms of the assooiating, which wers pouvemient TD&mI, but ] Esd o go
Novewmber €, 1 toox the tratu for
Antwerp and 00 wrived si sl wos loteresi-

cistion 1 kad &
ferepoe with them

uoted bulldings, passed through a number of the
splendid streets and boulevards and several of its
magnificent parks. Toward the closs of the day
1 wis called upon by President Pl of the asso-
ciation, who told me his mesting for the evening
had w be given up. us the party who was 1o be
the chief aotor in 1t was sick and could not per-
form bhis part. It was & crushing blow o the
president’s bopes, &8 the association ocould not
afford suck a disappuiniment. He wanied me w0
B0 1o the hall prepared 1o make an address to the
associgtion folks i bhe could mrranges for A4
thereby muking the best of the grest disappoinis
ment &nd alfording the pssocistion Iolks deslrable
fnformetion on associntion efilort. But mo mests
jug of the Eind couid be srrenged for. ] them
went with bhime 0 kis home and met bhis most
charming family, one of the finsst | have met sny-
where | showed them some of my letters of
greeting from different nations. Later in the
evening | had s most delightful interview with
Mr. Pijl on Christian mssociation work. As be
was president of the association and s I would
bave no other opportunity to mest others of the
associstion, 1 tried w do all 1 conld 1o help him
by every possible sugpestion snd encouragement,
He received all 1 haed to ssy in a very apprecis-
tive manner We talked unti]l very late st night,
Mr. Pyl is 5 man of God, cne of the best men I
bave yet mel, and with u family ke bim. As I
looked at him. so concerned for the suocess of the
association work fn Antwerp and Belgium, and so
andious for more sssoclytion workers, 1 said

church

1 profited very

He is today the same °

but rather seclpded place The national secre-
tary could speak wo English nor undersisnd o
Our communicstion on the way to ths rooms wWas
by signs sud guesass and wi socoeeded sdmirsbls
There was & pood number of persons walting for
our arrival and afforded us a very lively and
bearty wslcome After Jooking over the bullding
we sotered the meeting specially enlled to greset
me and bear what | had o communicste to them
There wus & good number of represestative aeso-
clation poen present, with hearty expressions of
welcome, though s 8 forsign tonges; these e3-
preseions. bowsver, peeded no mlerpreter. they
were plainly writtes on thelir faces and manifest
in all thelr movements BSock exnyressions sre
the same 1o all langusges eeslly EndsTsiood
They were also very sager to Jlesrn what 1 had 1o
commuuicsles oz essociation wvork 1 presented
1o them many letters of gresting | had with me
from many nations of the world Thase gzreet-
ngr were heartily recefved. | thes smpoks o
them of The ussocintion work. strongly emphasis-
tng i tremesdons importance, (3 marvelous
sdaptibditty 10 the work it had to do and its un-

ing iy and was boused lu & private bolel—quite
comiforiable 1 had soguainted the assoclaliou
folks of Antwerp thel Uhey would have two duys
Of my Ume sl thedr disposal i they nesded it
Previcus appolniments of the sssccistion Lsd pro-
vided for all the time ] promised them. »0 Lhe
most I boped W0 40 was W see wilat | could I
Aptwery sod possibly Wave somne persons! inter-
views with assoclalion men Theyr wanisd me
very badly. only they could not use me during the
e |1 would ;;r thers.

Wednesday, Decemuber 7. 1 visiteg the assorls-
Lop rocius and had personel interviews with the
JOUnE an MURE & gebery MECTELAry, Who Well
Witk me 10 see Lhe presidemi of the aasOcleation
Mr. J. Pijl, whu was overwbelmed wihh all the
Oelals of & lecture and enleralument for e e
sociation and could give me Do tme then
invited tue mosl bospilably 10 spend the ikt at
ki house Unable w do sapthing for the BaN0-
Catice, I put o meck of the day might-seeing. |
Visited 2 nuomber of remariable Places. The
cathedral, with Hubent' mastergloce in it, the
grest Mussum comtsivisg the Rubens' and Vas
Uyck's pioture galieries, visiled some Wore of e

bat

withis myself, ‘0, for more men Mke Mr. J. Pt
with such 8 true Nie wnd purpose, standing as &
Christian business man for the assoriztion and
it work of serving young men” While 1 could
do uo forma! work for the Artwerp sasocation,
I walue most bighly the persons] interviews 1 bad
with President Pij]l snd regretiad most sincerely
that I conld pot remain, as he wanted me to do
whin be could errange & satisfactory meeting for
me

Belgium has & most difficalt work for its as-
sOCin oL It his & netional commities and hopas
to employ an eflicien: natonal secretary to de-
vole all hiv Dne W the development of troe aeep-
csbom work throughout the Lkingdom A wery
Bood man i avalleble whed the means are pro-
vided, Mr V. Baity of Brumw=ls

My sy in Beigium, with sll the drawbacks,
wat ol enjosable ! bad sn intense desire to
remain longer 0 aford belp and encoursgement
1o the association workers, but | bad W pums OB
o Ly appolntments t2 Holiand

lawdon, England, Junuary 10, 1006

BOBERT WEIDENSALLS
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